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CALUDON – INFORMATION TO CANDIDATES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our brand new school, funded through the PFI, became fully operational in June last 
year.  It is situated in over 50 acres on the eastern side of the city. Our students come 
in the main from the neighbouring owner- occupied estates which, overall, provide a 
balanced social mixture. About 14% of our students are from ethnic minority groups 
and we have just fewer than 9% FSM. 

Caludon is an 8 form entry school with a roll of over 1500, including nearly 300 in the 
sixth form and a teaching staff of 107 and over 60 support staff. The school is heavily 
oversubscribed on its 240 intake, with many parents wishing to send their children from 
outside the catchment area. 

The school has an impressive frontage and visitors walk though a wide covered 
concourse leading into the main building which has a flexible, functional and welcoming 
environment for students in the 21st Century. A series of faculty suites each offer a staff 
resource area, offices, functional classrooms, an excellent ICT suite and a hub area for 
students.  All faculty areas are very well resourced to provide superb opportunities for 
enhancing learning and teaching. Classrooms are installed with interactive whiteboards 
and are able to access video and wireless technology.  We also have 2 video 
conferencing facilities. 
 
Our Caludon Learning Inclusion Centre (CLIC) is an impressive self-contained suite of 
rooms that create a supportive nurturing environment for students with additional 
needs. 
 
The design approach has also sought to ensure that the school's facilities can be used 
by the community without detriment to the life of the school or the delivery of the 
curriculum. These include a community library, sports centre including fitness suite, 
swimming pool and a range of all weather outdoor sports facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  INTRODUCTION 
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2. SCHOOL’S VISION 
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Academic Organisation 
 
We have ten faculties supported by the CLIC. 

The faculties include: 

English and Languages (Communications) 

Mathematics 

Science 

Humanities   (History, Geography, Philosophy, Psychology,  

   Sociology) 

Technology 

Business & Enterprise,  (Business Studies, Vocational Courses, e.g. Leisure & 
And Vocational Learning  Tourism, Health & Social Care) 

Expressive Arts  (Art, Dance, Drama, Media, Music & Photography) 

ICT 

Sport 

 PSD   Personal and Social Development 
 
Each faculty has a member of the Leadership Team as a line manager. 
 
 
Student Support Structure 
 
We have a well-developed support structure, with strong home-school links.  The role 
of the group tutor or academic mentor (Years 9-11) is at the heart of the system which 
is based around Year Groups system.  Each year is led by a Year Leader (a non-
teaching member of staff) and two assistant heads.  There is a strong 
academic/pastoral interface throughout the school and the role of the Year Leader, with 
support from a member of the Leadership Team, is developed to focus on monitoring 
learning and student achievement. 
 
 

3.  MANAGEMENT AND ORGANISATION OF THE SCHOOL 
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Connexions  (on-site) 
 
This service provides a radical new approach to guiding and supporting all young people 
through their teenage years and in their transition to adulthood and working life.  The 
service is delivered primarily through a network of Personal Advisors linking in with 
specialist support services.  They are drawn together from a range of existing public, 
private, voluntary and community sector organisations, and build on best practice.  
These organisations have come together to form Connexions Partnerships to develop 
and coordinate the delivery of support services for young people.  The Connexions team 
at Caludon are centrally positioned and provide an easily accessible support service for 
all our young people. 
 
The key aim of the service is to enable all young people to participate effectively in 
appropriate learning – whether in school, FE college, training provider or other 
community settings – by raising their aspirations so that they reach their full potential.  
The service plays a central role in helping to deal with problems experienced by young 
people, removing any wider barriers to effective engagement in learning that young 
people are suffering.   
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We are delighted to have gained this status in July 2004.  We are determined to 
continue to offer a broad and balanced curriculum to all students.  Our specialist status 
recognises the strengths of the school in Business and Vocational Education.  ICT and 
Maths are also key features within this initiative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE SCHOOL STATUS  
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The following items give you an idea of the enterprising activities that have taken place  
recently, extracted from the school’s Enterprise Update newsletter: 
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We offer a very broad and balanced curriculum, innovatively tailored to meet the needs 
of students, provides equality of access for all. 
 

Year 7 Curriculum 2008-2009 
 

English 3 

Maths 3 

Science 3 

Humanities  4 

French OR Spanish 2 

Expressive Arts (Art, Music, Drama) 3 

Technology / IT 2 

PE 2 

Personal Development (PD) 1 

Building Learning Power (BLP) 2 

 25 
 
 

 

5 CURRICULUM 
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Grouping/setting  

Maths is taught in setted groups.  English is taught in tutor groups with the least able 
withdrawn for additional support.  Science, Humanities, Languages, Art, Music, PD and 
BLP are taught in tutor groups.  Tutor groups are mixed ability groups of about 25 
students. 

Technology (Food/Textiles and Resistant Materials/Graphics), Drama and IT are in 
mixed ability groups of about 21. 
 
Home Learning  

Students should be receiving weekly home learning in English, Maths, Science and 
Languages (10 minutes per lesson).  They will also do home learning projects: 
Humanities, Technology/IT, Languages, Expressive Arts and PE according to the 
following timetable: 
 

 Weekly  Projects 
(4 + 1 weeks) 

Tuesday English  15/09 – 17/10 Humanities 
Thursday Maths  20/10 – 28/11 Technology/IT 
Various Science  01/12 – 16/01 Languages 
Various BLP  19/01 – 27/02 Expressive Arts 
 Languages 10 mins/lesson  02/03 – 03/04 Technology/IT 
   06/04 – 22/05  PE 
 
 

Support  

Students needing additional literacy support will work in small groups in the Caludon 
Learning Inclusion Centre (CLIC) in English and PD lessons with English staff and 
Learning Assistants.  Similarly students needing additional numeracy support will work 
in the CLIC for their Maths lessons.  Parents will be informed and Mrs Smith (Assistant 
Head – Inclusion) will provide information for these parents about how to support their 
son/daughter. 
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Year 8 Curriculum 2008-2009 

 

English 3 

Maths 3 

Science 3 

French OR Spanish 2 

PE / Dance 2 

Expressive Arts (Art, Drama, Music) 3 

History 2 

Geography  2 

Technology / IT / Citizenship 3 

Building Learning Power (BLP) 2 

 25 
 
 
Most Year 8 students do their SATs in English and Maths at the end of Year 8.  This 
was very successful last year – students remained motivated in Year 8.  They will start 
English and Maths GCSEs in Year 9 and have 2-3 years to achieve their “potential” 
grades in these subjects. 
 
 
All students do either French or Spanish.  In addition 75 students do a second language, 
either Spanish or French. 
 
Grouping/setting  

English, Maths, Science and Languages are taught in setted groups.  History, 
Geography, Expressive Arts are mixed ability groups of about 24 students.  Technology, 
IT, Citizenship and BLP are mixed ability groups of about 20 students. 
 
Home Learning  

English, Maths, Science, BLP and Languages are set weekly home learning.  All other 
subjects are given projects according to the timetable below: 
 

 Weekly  Projects 
(4 + 1 weeks) 

Wednesday English  08/09 – 10/10 PE/Citizenship 
Friday Maths  13/10 – 21/11 Expressive Arts 
Various Science  24/11 – 09/01 Humanities 
Various BLP   12/01 – 13/02 Languages 
 Languages 10 mins/lesson 
 IT – half termly mini project 

 23/02 – 27/03 
Additional English and 
Maths 

   30/03 – 15/05 Technology 
 
 
 
 



I:\Web updates\Vacancies\DocumentsForVacancyWebpage\Caludon Castle School Information Booklet - 2008-09v2.doc 12 

Personalised timetables and support 
 
Students identified as needing additional literacy support are withdrawn from English 
lessons to work in the CLIC in small groups with English teachers and Learning 
Assistants.  Similarly, students with additional numeracy needs are withdrawn from 
Maths.  Some students spend additional time in the CLIC to support their individual 
needs and have a personalised timetable.   
 

 
Year 9 Curriculum 2008-2009 

 

Core 

English (start GCSE) 3 

Mathematics (start GCSE) 3 

Science (SATs) 3 

IT (qualification in Year 9) 2 

PE (GCSE short course) 2 

Citizenship/Philosophy/COPE (Certificate of 
Personal Effectiveness) 

2 

 

Choices – five from the following: 

+  French or Spanish 2      

+ Humanities (History OR Geography   
 OR History and Geography) 

2 

+ Expressive Arts (Art OR Music OR 
 Drama OR Art and Music OR Art and 
 Drama) 

2 

+ Technology (Food OR Graphics OR 
 Resistant Materials OR Graphics and 
 Resistant Materials) 

2 

+ Another choice from above (e.g.  French and 
 Spanish) 

2 

 25 
 

Grouping/Setting 

English, Maths, Science, Languages are setted.  All other subjects mixed ability. 
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Home Learning  

Home Learning is set according to the timetable below: 
 

 Weekly  Projects 
(5 + 1 weeks) 

Tuesday English   08/09 – 17/10 Expressive Arts 

Wednesday Science   20/10 – 05/12 Humanities 

Friday Maths   08/12 – 30/01 Technology 

Various IT   02/02 – 20/03 Science Revision 

Various Citizenship/Philosophy  23/03 – 15/05 PE 

Various Languages      

 
Year 10 Curriculum 2008-2009 

Core 

English Language (GCSE Year 10) 3 

Mathematics (GCSE Year 10) 3  

*Science (GCSE Year 10) 4 

IT (GCSE Year 10) 2 

PE 2 

Philosophy/Wider Key Skills/COPE 
(Certificate of Personal Effectiveness) 

2 

Options  

Option A 3 

Option B  3 

Option C 3 

 25 

*  Some students do separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) and will do 
 their Biology GCSE at the end of Year 10 
 
Work extension students (placements on a Thursday) do not do short course 
Philosophy and Options B + C.   
 
Option A  Option B  Option C 

Art (x 2) Art (x 2) Art (x 2) 

Biology* (Separate Scientists) Biology* (Separate 
Scientists) 

Business (x 2) 

Business (x 2) Business (x 2) Child Care (x 2) 

Drama Child Care (x 2) Drama 
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Option A  Option B  Option C 

Food Technology Geography French 

French History Geography 

Health and Social Care (x 2) Media Graphics 

History Resistant Materials History 

Media Sport (x 2) Media 

Sport (x 2) Travel & Tourism (x 2) Spanish 

Resistant Materials Work extension Work extension 

Number in brackets show the number of GCSEs available 
 
At the end of Year 10 all students should achieve a GCSE in English, Maths, Science 
or Biology and IT.  Most should therefore gain 4 GCSEs at the end of Year 10.  Nearly 
all students already have ½ GCSE in PE from Year 9 and some already have GCSE 
Statistics. 
 
Those students who underachieve in English, Maths or Science will have the 
opportunity to repeat these exams in Year 11. 
 
Grouping/Setting 

English - Setted  

Maths - Top 3 sets in each band are setted, groups 4, 5 + 6 mixed 
ability 

Science  - Most able scientists do separate Sciences, remaining group (2) 
based on ability, groups 3, 4 and 5 are mixed ability 

IT - Mixed ability 
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Home Learning   

Home Learning will be set as appropriate according to the following timetable: 
 

Monday   Option C 

Tuesday Maths  

Wednesday Science Option A 

Thursday IT and COPE (excluding Wext)  

Friday English Option B 

 

Year 11 Curriculum 2008-2009 
 
Core 

English Language and Literature 4 

Statistics 2 

Science (or Separate Sciences) 4 

PE 2 

Wider Key Skills 2 

Option A 3 

Option C 5 

Option D 3 

 25 
 
Work extension students (placements on a Wednesday) do not do Options C and D.  
Most Year 11 students already have the following GCSEs: Maths, Science, Option B 
subject from Year 10, short courses in Philosophy and PE making 4 GCSEs.  Students 
who have underachieved in Maths or Science in Year 10 will have the opportunity to 
repeat the exam in Year 11.  In addition some students have also gained Level 1 and 2 
ALAN* qualifications in English and Maths.  All students will sit their English Language 
exam in November and will have the opportunity of a re-sit in the summer exams. 

At the end of Year 11 all students should achieve GCSE English Language (most 
Literature as well), a second Science (or Chemistry and Physics), an Option A subject 
and Wider Key Skills.  Students not doing work extension will also have GCSEs in 
Options C and D subjects. 
 
Home Learning   

Home Learning will be set as appropriate according to the following timetable: 

Monday  Maths Option A 
Tuesday  Option C 
Wednesday English  Option D 
Thursday Science  
Friday  Option C 
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Personalised timetables and support 

A number of students in Year 11 have personalised timetables to support their individual 
needs.  Some students will have CLIC periods on their timetables where they receive 
support for their GCSEs.  In addition, work extension students have lessons to prepare 
them for ALAN Literacy and Numeracy, ICT and Wider Key Skills qualifications. 
 
*  ALAN – Adult Literacy and Numeracy qualifications (each qualification is worth half a 
 GCSE) 
 Level 1 is equivalent to a GCSE grade E 
 Level 2 is equivalent to a GCSE grade B 
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Work Related Curriculum 
 
Students who would find 8 or 9 GCSEs difficult choose only ONE option subject and 
then follow work-related courses. 
 
Provision for work related learning is very good.  We place high priority on the 
development of WRL and have invested in staffing and resources to support its 
development.  As a result of the school’s Business and Enterprise status there is a clear 
and widely understood appreciation of its value in raising students’ achievement. 
 
 
Sixth Form 
Our philosophy is to value, support, challenge and encourage all our post sixteen 
students and we have considerably broadened opportunities for them this year.  Most 
students study 3 or 4 AS Level 3 courses from the 26 available at Caludon in Year 12. 
We now offer BTEC Level 3 courses alongside more traditional courses and have 
recently become part of the UK Career ( Finance) Academy which offers additional 
opportunities for our sixth formers. The blocks for this academic year are as follows: 

Year 13 Blocks 2008-2009  

A B C D E 
Biology 
ICT applied 
Maths 
Media 
Photography 
Sociology 
 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Drama 
Finance 
History 
Health and 
Social 
Maths 
 

Eng Lit 
History 
Maths 
PE 
Philosophy 
Physics 
Psychology 
Science applied 

Chemistry 
Economics 
Eng Lang 
ICT applied 
Psychology 
Technology 
 

Art  
Business 
Moving Image 
Photography 
Further Maths 

 
Year 12 Blocks 2008-2009 

A B C D E 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Drama 
Eng Lang 
Maths 
PE 
Philosophy 
Psychology 
IT 

ICT applied 
Maths 
Photography 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Technology 
French 
Biology 
Moving Image 
 

Art  
Eng Lit 
Geography 
History 
ICT applied 
Maths 
Media 
Psychology 
Science applied 
Health and 
Social 

Biology 
Business Studies 
Eng Lang 
History 
Maths 
Media 
PE 
Photography 
Physics 

Further Maths 
COPE Level 
3/EPQ 
Health and 
Social 
Moving Image 
Physics 
Biology 

 
Other students follow one-year courses in Year 12 to gain further GCSEs before 
embarking on AS/ Level 3 courses or the world of work.  This year we offer a BTEC First 
Diploma in Public Services. 

Resit GCSEs in Maths and English are available for those students who just fail to get a 
‘C’ in Year 11. We also run GCSE Science and offer Adult Numeracy and Literacy 
courses.  Other GCSEs are offered by arrangement with faculties. 

 

In addition, in Year 12 students follow an ‘enrichment curriculum’ accessing them to the 
following: 
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IT, Young Enterprise, Journalism, Sports Leadership, Community Action ( including 
placements at the local University hospital) , First Aid, Critical Thinking and Yoga. 

All students in Year 12 who have Level 2 Mathematics and English follow Level 3 COPE 
and Level 3 Extended Project combined with Study Skills. We offer comprehensive 
Careers and UCAS guidance, linking particularly with Warwick, Coventry and 
Birmingham Universities and with Connexions and local employers. As a Business and 
Enterprise school we have led on local enterprise initiatives, including a successful 
Enterprise Day for all  year 12 students in the North East of Coventry. 

Sixth Formers take part in a wide range of sporting  and charity events.  They are 
privileged in the care they receive and enjoy consi derable academic and personal 
success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extra Curricular Activities 
 
An exciting varied and creative programme of extra curricular activities is offered across 
a range of faculties. 
 
Caludon Castle School has a good reputation for sport.  Football, netball, cross country, 
swimming, trampolining, athletics, gymnastics, dance and tennis teams and clubs are 
open to all age groups, from novice to national performers, entering local, regional and 
national schools competitions.  Recent successes include Coventry Schools 
Championships in football and athletics and national success in swimming and 
trampoline.  We have recently been awarded the Sportsmark award. 
 
The Performing Arts are extremely popular and successful, with students keen to 
participate in concerts, musicals, plays, festivals and workshops.  We hold a major 
production twice per year.  We have been awarded ArtsMark Gold. 
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Staff development is central to Caludon Castle’s philosophy, maintaining that highly 
motivated, experienced and confident staff are an effective force in the teaching and 
learning process.  The school is thus committed to a training programme for all staff and 
we run high quality CPD opportunities in-house. 
 
Access to such programmes are based and prioritised in relation to the fulfilment of: 
 
�  The school’s aims 
 
�  The School / Subject / Pastoral Improvement Plans 
 
�  Local and national requirements 
 
�  Individual needs for personal / professional development 
 
Investors in People 
 

We are committed to the development of our teaching and support staff and we are 
pleased that this has been recognised by us gaining Investors in People status in 
June 2004.  As further development of this we received IiP award for “Outstanding 
Practice in a School” in June 2005 and we were re-accredited in June 2007. 

 
Initial Teacher Training and CPD 
 

Our reputation in training teachers is very high indeed and we have close links with 
Warwick University, the University of Central England and five other Higher 
Education institutions in terms of PGCE training.  We train colleagues on the 
Graduate Teacher Programme and PCQTS scheme.  We have six Advanced Skills 
Teachers and two Fast Track teachers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Every member of staff is assigned to a Team Leader / Reviewer who will help them to 
set targets to attain / maintain high standards within the classroom and thus maximise 
individual student achievement. 
 
Those with leadership responsibilities will also be assisted and monitored as part of 
Performance Management to maintain high professional standards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At KS4 this year 77% gained 5 or more A*-C grades and 61% gained 5 or more A* - C 
including English and Maths.  We are determined to continue to raise standards at 
GCSE. 
 
A2 results this year were very good indeed and were the best in the City for grades A 
and B at 52%. 
 
At KS3 results were well above the national average. 

6.  STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

7.  PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT  

8.  EXAMINATION RESULTS 
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Expectations of Students  
 
The school sets very high expectations for all its students in all areas inclusive of 
academic and personal performance. To recognise these high standards the school has 
inculcated a praise and reward culture for excellent effort in all aspects of school life.  
This is recognised in a variety of ways including Merits, Excellence Cards, Certificates of 
Distinction, personalised letters and Gold, Silver and Bronze Certificates for Effort. 

The ultimate accolade is celebrated at our Caludon Awards Evening when students 
formally receive their certificates and shields in a public ceremony with parents, 
governors and staff. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carol Reid September 2008 

9.  RECOGNISING SUCCESS 

 

 

 

 

 


